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To our Holly Hill Academy Families and Staff, 

Our school’s slogan, “Discipline, Determination, and Dedication,” continues to be our steady footing during these 
challenging and changing circumstances. Our COVID Preparedness Team will continue to work together to maintain 
a policy that is flexible and reasonable while meeting recommendations by local and federal health officials. We are 
looking forward to working with each family to meet their individual needs to ensure a safe school year while 
maintaining our high quality of educational rigor. 

● Discipline—We have been training and developing plans to adjust Holly Hill Academy’s educational 
programs to meet the ever-changing circumstances due to this pandemic. 

● Determination—Administration, faculty, and staff at Holly Hill Academy are determined to embrace the 
challenges ahead of us to ensure a successful 2020-2021 school year. 

● Dedication—Holly Hill Academy is dedicated to student success and has worked together to develop 
educational programs that meet the individual needs of our families. 

We understand that the policies and procedures that are in place at the beginning of this school year will require 
necessary adjustments to meet the ever-changing circumstances in our community due to COVID. Our COVID 
Preparedness Team will continue to monitor and realign these procedures, with the guidance of DHEC and the 
CDC, to ensure your health and safety. 

➢ Families will have the option of choosing from eLearning, Blended Learning, or On-Campus Instruction 
programs for the 2020-2021 school year. Based on your family’s needs and level of concern, students can 
learn from the safety of their home, join classmates and teachers in the classroom, or combine the two 
programs. 

➢ Students that participate in eLearning will receive the same instruction from our trusted faculty that students 
receive in class. HHA has integrated FACTS and Google Classroom to provide a smooth transition to virtual 
learning. Students will virtually attend class and have the ability to communicate with teachers and 
classmates online. Please note: To protect the safety of our students, eLearners will only see the teacher, 
not students in the classroom. Audio will be available to encourage classroom interaction. 

➢ Our doors will open August 17th for students attending school through our On-Campus program. Safety 
measures have been put in place on campus and in classrooms to follow guidelines by DHEC and the CDC. 
Classroom sizes have been limited to create smaller learning groups. Hand sanitizing stations have been 
added on campus. Schedules have been adjusted to reduce the number of students transitioning at any 
given time. Carpets have been removed from classrooms. New procedures will be in place during lunch. 
Screening measures will be in place before entering buildings and/or buses. Masks will be worn in common 
areas throughout campus. A one-way route will be implemented to the flow of traffic in hallways. Additional 
custodial staff has been hired for Hart Hall. Custodial staff will be in place to clean frequently touched/used 
surfaces throughout the day. Additional measures will be put in place as circumstances surrounding this 
pandemic change. 

➢ For the safety of your family, our Blended Learning Program will allow students with underlying health 
conditions or family members with underlying health conditions, or possible exposure to COVID-19 to flex in 
and out of the classroom through eLearning. This will allow you to combine eLearning with on-campus 
instruction based on your family’s circumstances. We understand that current COVID-19 numbers are high. 
If you feel it is best for your family to begin the school year with eLearning and transition to on-campus 
instruction later in the year, our Blended Learning Program will meet that need. 

No matter what educational program your family chooses for the 2020-2021 school year, HHA is excited to work 
with you and provide a sense of normalcy for our families and staff, virtually or in-person.  

Raider Strong, 
Brandy Mullennax 
Head of School 
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WHAT WILL YOU FIND IN THIS PACKET? 

This guide presents procedures developed to help prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19. Our COVID Preparedness Team has developed this program with guidance from the CDC, 
SCDHEC, and SCISA. Our top priority at Holly Hill Academy is the health and safety of our students and 
employees. As the circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic change, HHA’s COVID Preparedness 
Team will reevaluate and update these procedures as necessary. 
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HOLLY HILL ACADEMY ELEARNING PROGRAM 

eLearning is a program that will allow students to receive instruction from their teachers online while remaining 
at home. When choosing the eLearning program, students will continue with this program for the 2020-2021 
school year. All Holly Hill Academy policies will be required as well as additional requirements needed for a 
virtual education. 

General Requirements 

● Students enrolled in HHA’s eLearning program will follow the same school schedule as students 
on-campus. 

● Attendance will be taken by the teacher at the beginning of the day (5K-5th grades) or at the beginning 
of each class period (6th-12th grades). 

● Teachers will have the ability to interact with students attending virtually allowing opportunities for 
questions and class discussions. Assignments will be due as instructed by the teacher. 

● Attendance, classroom expectations, dress-code, and required materials will be the same for eLearning 
students as those on-campus. 

● Testing for eLearners will be completed on-campus. Teachers will make arrangements to meet 
students individually, ensuring little contact, to complete tests in-person between 2:30 and 3:15 in the 
afternoon as needed. Special assignments or projects that need to be turned in will be accepted by 
appointment with the teacher. 

● eLearners will receive the same instruction and opportunities from the safety of their homes. 
● HHA’s eLearning program is ideal for families with underlying medical concerns or families that feel it is 

unsafe for their child to return to in-person instruction. 
● Parents and students will be required to provide the internet needed to maintain a virtual connection 

throughout the school year. All assignments are required to be submitted on-time through Google 
Classroom. 

Technology Requirements 

School will provide: 
● Chromebooks for students in 4th through 12th grade 
● Chromebook case and charger 
● Chromebook Agreement must be signed 

HHA families must have: 
● Working internet service 
● Understanding of FACTS, Google Classroom, and Google Meet 

Additional Requirements 

Students in K5 through 3rd grade will be provided printed work packets weekly. All work will be completed and 
turned in on Friday of the same week. 
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HOLLY HILL ACADEMY’S BLENDED LEARNING PROGRAM 

Blended learning through Holly Hill Academy gives parents with students or family members with underlying 
health conditions the power to choose the best time for their child to return to campus for in-person instruction. 
By integrating FACTS and Google Classroom, parents, students, and teachers will have the ease of 
transitioning and coordinating assignments to ensure all students, at home or on-campus, are receiving the 
same instruction and quality of education. If you feel it is too soon for your child to resume in-person classes, 
you can begin the 2020-2021 school year virtually and switch to our On-Campus program when you feel 
comfortable. 

This combination of HHA’s eLearning and On-Campus programs not only gives parents the ability to choose a 
program that fits their needs, but also allows us to maintain the transitioning capability if our school has a 
COVID exposure or illness. If your child or someone in your immediate family becomes ill and they are 
currently attending classes in-person, the Blended Learning program will provide the ease of continuing 
instruction virtually, as soon as the next school day. If you choose to participate in HHA’s On-Campus program 
at the beginning of the school year, but feel the risk to your family becomes too high, the Blended Learning 
program allows you the flexibility to continue the 2020-2021 school year virtually through eLearning. 

HHA’s Blended Learning will 

● Provide the flexibility to switch between eLearning and in-person instruction throughout the school year 
based on your family’s health concerns. 

● Require attendance daily, virtually or on-campus, beginning August 17th. 
● Follow the same guidelines and procedures for HHA and additional guidelines for eLearning, including 

the same conduct, dress attire and location while engaged in virtual learning. 
● Require the same technology standards in place as eLearning. 
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HOLLY HILL ACADEMY’S ON-CAMPUS PROGRAM 

Holly Hill Academy acknowledges and supports the importance of social interaction among peers. If you feel 
that it is in the best interest of your child to have them on-campus and participating in face-to-face instruction, 
then our doors will open on August 17th. Accommodations and adjustments have been made to promote the 
health and safety of our students and staff returning to the classroom. HHA’s COVID Preparedness Team has 
met and discussed the guidelines recommended by SC DHEC and the CDC to determine steps that can be put 
in place to keep our campus healthy. Parents choosing to enroll in HHA’s On-Campus program will be required 
to acknowledge and accept COVID related guidelines before the first day of school. 

The ability to continue on-campus instruction will rely heavily on the cooperation of our Raider families. This 
partnership between parents, students, faculty, and staff is put in place in an effort to allow in-person 
instruction to continue, with little interruption, for the entire 2020-2021 school year. Parents and students will be 
required to sign a liability release waiver before admittance on August 17th. 

The following adjustments or accommodations have been put in place to promote a healthy and safe 
environment for our students on campus. 

● Student dismissal times have been staggered to allow for less traffic. 
● Class transition times have been adjusted to ensure that less students are occupying hallways and common 

areas at any given time. 
● Hand sanitizing stations will be in place at each entry/exit. 
● Masks will be worn in common areas where social distancing cannot be accommodated, such as hallways, 

bathrooms, and offices. 
● Temperature checks will be done before any student and employee enters into HHA buildings. 
● Carpet has been removed from the classrooms in Dantzler Hall, Kennerly Hall, and Colvin Hall to allow for 

ease of cleaning and disinfecting. 
● Class sizes have been reduced and/or adjusted to allow room for social distancing procedures within 

classrooms. 
● In classes where social distancing cannot be accommodated, students will be required to wear masks.* 
● Self-contained classes (2K—5th grade) will have limited contact to others outside of their classroom cohort. 
● Students in 5K through 5th grade will have lunch in the cafeteria, but will remain with their class cohort. 

Students will wear masks to and from the cafeteria. Students will be properly spaced while sitting in the 
cafeteria. Students will also wear masks when they are not eating.* 

● Outside areas will be designated for teachers and students to use for open-air activities, classes, and dining. 
● When possible, Related Arts will be available for students in 5K-5th grade allowing them access to the 

computer lab and/or art room. Masks will be required to and from activities. Social distancing measures will 
be in place while participating in Related Arts. These classes will continue to observe the same safety 
measures put in place in the classroom.* 

● Recess and playground use will be coordinated and staggered to provide more space for students to play. 
● Drop shields have been installed in Handi-House to provide a barrier between students and food items. 
● Social distancing guidelines will be in place during lunch and activities. 
● Chapel and other school assemblies will occur outside whenever possible. If students are gathering in the 

gymnasium, they will be required to wear masks.* 
● Locker assignments have been adjusted to reduce grouping in hallways. 
● eFlex will begin for high school students on August 31st to reduce student presence on campus and allow 

time for additional cleaning. 
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GUIDELINES FOR IDENTIFYING STUDENTS OR STAFF WITH COVID-19 SYMPTOMS 

One or more of the following symptoms:* 

Students and/or staff with one or more of the following will be immediately excluded and cannot return without 
a negative COVID-19 test result or physician’s note stating there is another underlying cause for these 
symptoms. If a student or staff member chooses not to see a physician or be tested for COVID-19, they will 
need to follow the 14-day exclusion period as recommended by DHEC. 

● Trouble breathing or shortness of breath 
● Loss of taste or smell 
● New or worsening cough 

One or more of the following symptoms:* 

Students and/or staff with one or more of the following symptoms may be excluded with guidance from DHEC’s 
recommended school exclusion criteria.  

● Fever 
● Sore throat 
● Chills 
● Muscle or body aches 
● Fatigue 
● Headache 
● Congestion or runny nose 
● Nausea or vomiting 
● Diarrhea 

 Procedures if a student/staff member is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 

● Students or staff members will immediately be provided a mask and will report to an isolation room. 
● Parents will be contacted to pick up their child within 30 minutes. 
● Staff members or parents will be recommended to contact their healthcare provider to see if testing is 

needed. Staff members are required to report test results to the school. Parents will be recommended 
to report test results to the school. 

● All areas used by a person that is sick will be cleaned and disinfected before further use. 
● Holly Hill Academy will report any case of COVID-19 to local health departments, staff, and school 

families. 

Returning to School After Illness Related Exclusion 

Students and staff may not return to school until they have met the following criteria for return as advised by 
DHEC. 

● Students/staff excluded for showing symptoms of COVID-19 should not return until they have either 
tested negative for COVID-19 or a medical evaluation determines that their symptoms were more likely 
due to another cause. In this later case, the individual may return when they meet the criteria for that 
condition. 

● Students/staff that require testing for COVID-19 will require a negative PCR test (mouth or nose swab) 
or similar rapid test that directly detects the virus or must complete the current isolation criteria for 
COVID-19 to return to school.  
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GUIDELINES FOR EXPOSURE AND EXCLUSION  

If a student is identified by DHEC to be exposed (has been within six feet for more than 15 minutes of a 
person testing positive for COVID-19) to COVID-19 

● Students and siblings in the same household will be excluded from on-campus instruction and will 
begin eLearning from home the next school day. The exclusion period will be for 10 school days (14 
total calendar days). 

● Students identified by DHEC as a close contact exposure may return to campus after the exclusion 
period as long as no symptoms have occurred. 

● Holly Hill Academy will notify parents of the possible exposure. 
● Unless identified by DHEC, parents will have the choice of allowing their child to remain on-campus for 

instruction or to immediately transfer to eLearning from their home.  

If a student tests positive for COVID-19 

● DHEC will advise on the exclusion parameters. 
● A symptomatic student testing positive and his/her siblings will be excluded for a period of 14 calendar 

days. 
● Symptomatic students may immediately participate in eLearning if they are able to do so. 
● Symptomatic students may return to school after the exclusion period has passed AND they have been 

free of fever without the use of medicine to reduce fever and symptoms have improved. 
● Asymptomatic students and his/her siblings will be required to stay out of school for 10 school days (14 

calendar days) after the test was completed. 
● If complete classroom exclusion is not required by DHEC, parents of children not identified will have the 

choice to have their child participate in eLearning. 
● Holly Hill Academy will follow the requirements of DHEC if there is a positive COVID-19 case with a 

student and/or employee. 

Student/staff or household member of student/staff awaiting COVID-19 test results* 

If a physician requires COVID-19 testing, the student or staff member must remain out of school until a 
negative test result is received or the DHEC recommended exclusion period ends. Anyone living in the same 
household as the person being tested must also remain out of school until the person being tested receives a 
negative test result or they must follow the same DHEC recommended exclusion period. 

Holly Hill Academy is prepared to implement eLearning for all or some students within one school day. 
Our goal is to ensure students do not miss instruction due to fluctuating circumstances. 
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HOLLY HILL ACADEMY 
  

WAIVER OF LIABILITY/HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT  
 

  
The risk of infection from COVID-19, also known as the “Coronavirus”, is significant, including the potential for 
permanent disability and death, and while particular protective equipment (facemasks, gloves and sanitizers), along with 
social distancing and other preventative measures will minimize this risk, the risk of serious illness does exist;  
 
I knowingly and freely assume all such risks, both known and unknown, even if arising from the negligence of those 
persons released from liability below, and assume full responsibility for my child/children’s participation and attendance 
at the Holly Hill Academy; and,  
 
I, for myself, my child/children and on behalf of my heirs, hereby release and hold harmless Holly Hill Academy, the 
owners and lessors of premises used to conduct activities, their officers, officials, agents, and/or employees (“Releasees”), 
with respect to any and all illness, including COVID-19 (Coronavirus), injury, disability, death, or loss or damage to 
person or property, whether caused by the negligence of the releasees or otherwise, except that which is the result of gross 
negligence and/or wanton misconduct.  
 
I have read this release of liability and assumption of risk agreement, fully understanding its terms, understand that I have 
given up substantial rights by signing it, and sign it freely and voluntarily without any inducement.  
 
In signing this agreement, I acknowledge and represent that I have read and understand this agreement; that I sign it 
voluntarily and for full and adequate consideration, fully intending to be bound by the same; that I am at least eighteen 
(18) years of age and fully competent; and that I am the legal guardian of minor child participant registered under my 
family name.  
I further understand that I have the opportunity to consult with an attorney prior to signing this waiver.  
 
_____ (Initial) I understand that my child is required to wear a mask in common areas (hallways, office, bathroom, etc.) 
while on campus. 
 
Select one of the following: 
 
_____ (Initial) I choose to have my child wear a mask in the classroom. 
 
_____ (Initial) I choose not to have my child wear a mask in the classroom. 
 

RELEASOR/PARTICIPANT/LEGAL GUARDIAN OF MINOR PARTICIPANT:  
 
Signature:__________________________________________________  Date:__________________________________  
 
Print Name:________________________________________________  

  
  

  Holly Hill Academy, Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement April 2020  
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